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Tina is a former at-large member of the Fairfax County School Board.  She was elected 
in November 2007 after an energetic, countywide campaign that emphasized the 
importance of closing the achievement gap.  As her four-year term came to an end, Tina 
realized she could serve underrepresented minority students more effectively as an 
advocate than as a school board member.  So, instead of seeking re-election, she 
launched the Coalition of The Silence.   

The Coalition is committed to empowering parents to insist upon better outcomes for 
children who are underrepresented at the highest level of academic achievement in the 
Fairfax County Public School system and overrepresented in its discipline proceedings.  
Economically disadvantaged students, Black and Latino students, and students with 
disabilities are at the heart of the Coalition.  

In addition to her work with the Coalition, Tina is also the Founder of Omnivox 
Strategies, a public affairs firm with a diverse client base that has included Teach For 
America.  Tina taught language arts and social studies to middle school students as a 
member of TFA’s 1992 Bay Area Corps.  Tina began her Washington career in 1994 as a 
legislative assistant for Judiciary Committee matters in the Office of Congressman Mel 
Watt (D-NC).  She later served as Lead Minority Counsel on the House Judiciary 
Committee’s Immigration Subcommittee and served as  an Associate Under Secretary at 
the US Department of Commerce, where she oversaw external affairs for Census 2000, 
including outreach to leading civil rights organizations.   

Tina received her law degree from the University of California, Berkeley, where she was 
an Associate Editor of The California Law Review and an active member of the Black 
Law Student Association.  She received her BA in Political Science from the University of 
Chicago.    

Tina is the daughter of an African American mother and a Serbian father who came to 
the United States as a political refugee from communist Yugoslavia.  Although she saw 
her father frequently, she grew up with her mother, stepfather and half-sister in a 
working class, Black community on Chicago’s far south side.  Her personal background 
and experiences have given Tina unique perspectives on race, social justice and human 
rights that have driven her throughout her life. 	  


